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authority in order to do so. This is why I be-
lieve that H.R. 2273 is such an important 
piece of legislation. Congress needs to make 
certain that the Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency has full enforcement powers so they 
may act to enforce our nation’s banking laws. 

Above all, H.R. 2273 improves upon the ex-
isting enforcement regime of the Office of the 
Comptroller of the Currency so that they may 
better identify possibly harmful bank relation-
ships and practices before they hurt U.S. de-
positors and shareholders. Our global econ-
omy requires that U.S. banking laws reach ac-
tivity affecting U.S. shareholders and investors 
wherever it occurs. From the standpoint of 
international relations, we also do not want 
U.S-chartered and licensed banks to engage 
in unsound and unsafe practices in other 
countries that we would not tolerate in Amer-
ica’s backyard. H.R. 2273 is also an important 
step towards addressing offshore risks to the 
U.S. financial system’s integrity. 

We need to make certain that our banks are 
accountable when they operate overseas. 
Simply put, our vital system of banking regula-
tion and our confidence in our financial system 
is compromised when a U.S. chartered bank 
or its agents are implicated in criminal activi-
ties anywhere in the world. Therefore, our 
Comptroller of the Currency must have full 
power and authority to investigate these off-
shore activities of our national banks, and to 
order these banks to cease their involvement 
in an overseas interest, if this activity leads to 
Illegal activities, or other violations of law. 

To achieve this end, H.R. 2273, among 
other things, increases the reporting require-
ments our national banks must comply with 
when they acquire, directly or indirectly, a ben-
eficial interest in any offshore company. When 
our national banks engage in such activities, 
this legislation will require them to provide a 
full disclosure of information to the Comptroller 
of the Currency about the offshore interest 
they will be acquiring. Specifically, they will be 
required to submit a report listing the names 
of all the shareholders, principals, or holders 
of a beneficial interest in the offshore com-
pany, provide the names of any directors, offi-
cers, or managing agent of the offshore com-
pany; provide the identity and value of any as-
sets held or owned by the offshore company; 
supply the Comptroller of the Currency with in-
formation about the criminal histories and any 
legal accusations filed against any of the 
named individuals in the report; and provide 
such other information as the Comptroller of 
the Currency may require. These banks will 
also be required to provide periodic updates of 
this information to the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency.

H.R. 2273 also prohibits certain relations 
between national banks and certain violators 
of Federal, State, or foreign criminal law, 
banking or financial services law, or labor law, 
or any regulations prescribed under any such 
law, by any agent or affiliate of the national 
bank, or any other entity with which the na-
tional bank maintains a correspondent banking 
relationship, which has been finally adju-
dicated or determined by any adjudicative, 
regulatory, or other governmental authority. 

In addition, H.R. 2273 provides that both na-
tional banks and any other persons or entities, 
including any Federal or State official, depart-

ment, or agency, may file a notice with the 
Comptroller of the Currency to notify the 
Comptroller of any violation of law that has oc-
curred as a result of the affiliation of the na-
tional bank and the offshore interest, and to 
petition the Comptroller of the Currency to pro-
hibit any further relationship between the na-
tional bank and the entity with respect to 
whom such notice is filed. Upon receiving any 
such complaint, the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency would then be required by the legislation 
to serve on the national bank a written notice 
to show cause why the Comptroller should not 
issue an order prohibiting any further relation-
ship between the national bank and any such 
agent, affiliate, or other entity. 

Third parties would also be given the right 
under H.R. 2273, to petition for a hearing be-
fore the Comptroller of the Currency con-
cerning the relationship at issue between a 
national bank and an offshore interest, and 
that person making the request for a hearing 
shall be provided with an opportunity to be 
heard on the record at a hearing. The Comp-
troller of the Currency would also be granted 
the authority to issue a cease and desist order 
to stop the involvement 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2273 is an important first 
step toward improving our nation’s banking 
laws. I would ask my colleagues to join me in 
seeking passage of this important bill. 
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart I would like to recognize the pass-
ing of Leo S. Altman. Leo was a compas-
sionate husband and grandfather, a dedicated 
lawyer and a skilled woodworker, who resided 
in Pueblo, Colorado and died on Thursday, 
July 12—on the birthday of his wife, Helen, 
who passed away last year. 

Leo gave of himself unselfishly and made a 
difference in many peoples’ lives. As a figure-
head, young lawyers would look to him for ad-
vice not only because of his helping hand, but 
because he was a remarkable lawyer. His 
teachings he was able to inspire others and 
truly set an example for many to emulate. Be-
ginning in 1935 and as a partner in Preston & 
Altman; Leo did not end his career until a 
month ago when his health began to fail him. 

Beyond the scope of his occupation, Leo 
loved to travel and visited 108 countries 
throughout his lifetime. Woodworking was an-
other passion that he developed and he has 
made everything from tables to jewelry boxes. 
The idea of service to others filled his heart 
and was witnessed by his involvement in the 
State Board of Bar Examiners. He also served 
as the president of the Pueblo Bar Association 
and in other positions as a municipal judge 
and police magistrate. Throughout World War 
II Leo was a judge advocate and retired from 
the Army Reserve with the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel.

As his wife was nearing the end of her life, 
Leo comforted her. Since then he has lived by 
himself. His humility pervaded his character as 

did his patience, professionalism, and care. 
Seemingly always giving more than expected, 
Leo was a dedicated man and well respected. 
Leo Altman shall be remembered as a man 
with an intense mind, delicate character and a 
big heart. Mr. Speaker, my thoughts and pray-
ers are with his family and I would like to ex-
tend my warmest regards and deepest sym-
pathy to them. 
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Monday, July 23, 2001 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the Nursing Shortage 
Response Act to help address the critical 
shortage of registered nurses (RNs) in our na-
tion’s hospitals. 

With the number of students going into the 
nursing profession on the decline and the bulk 
of nurses set to retire as the baby boom gen-
eration hits Medicare age, nursing staffing 
shortages are quickly becoming a real 
healthcare crisis. At the same time, mandatory 
overtime and lack of adequate staffing in hos-
pitals is driving many existing nurses from the 
nursing profession into other jobs or retire-
ment. Because of this shortage, existing 
nurses are being over-worked and the quality 
of care many patients receive is being called 
into question. 

The Nursing Shortage Response Act would 
help alleviate the current staffing problems 
hospitals are experiencing by amending the 
Public Health Service Act to give the National 
Health Service Corp (NHSC) the authority to 
consider tertiary care or hospital based 
nurses. The NHSC would establish criteria for 
including these nurses in determining the 
number of health professionals in the ratio for 
designating a health professional shortage 
area (HPSA). 

Currently, the NHSC does not take into ac-
count the ratio of hospital nurses per patient in 
designating a HPSA. This designation process 
is based only on the number of primary care 
doctors per patient. 

I believe this is an important first step to-
wards addressing the nursing staffing short-
age. By providing the NHSC the authority to 
consider the number of tertiary care nurses in 
designating a HPSA, nurses placed in a medi-
cally under-served area would be eligible to 
receive scholarships and/or have their student 
loans repaid under the NHSC Scholarship and 
Loan Repayment programs. We must revi-
talize the interest in the nursing profession for 
today’s students and make the choice to enter 
the profession a more attractive, achievable 
option.

At the same time, this bill does not harm the 
status quo. Language in the Nursing Shortage 
Response Act prevents the stripping of current 
HPSA designations by the inclusion of tertiary 
care nurses in the designation process. Addi-
tionally, the 10% set aside for advanced prac-
tice nurses under the NHSC would not be im-
plicated as this legislation directs that funds 
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are to come from the $87.9 million budget of 
the NHSC. 

Please join me in supporting this legislation 
as a good first step towards addressing the 
nursing staffing shortages around the country. 
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Monday, July 23, 2001 

Mr. COX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to com-
memorate Maria Ema Minon, M.D., who this 
past weekend completed her term as Presi-
dent of the Orange County Medical Associa-
tion.

Dr. Minon, only the second woman presi-
dent in the 100 year history of the OCMA, has 
provided excellent leadership on numerous 
issues of central importance to the people of 
Orange County. Her fight for just compensa-
tion for physician services provided under 
Medi-Cal and her dedication to improving the 
quality of care in Orange County have been 
exemplary.

Dr. Minon was born in Buenos Aires, Argen-
tina, and immigrated to the United States in 
1966. After graduating from the University of 
California, Irvine School of Medicine, she dis-
tinguished herself over 20 years as a pediatri-
cian in private practice. Since 1984, she has 
served in numerous leadership positions to 
promote public service in medicine, ethics, 
and health finances. Dr. Minon served as 
President of my district’s American Academy 
of Pediatrics chapter and was recently named 
Chair of the Children and Families Commis-
sion of Orange County. She is also the Vice 
President of Medical Affairs at the Children’s 
Hospital of Orange County, and was recog-
nized in 1998 by the CHOC Foundation for 
Children with the Charlie Hester Philanthropy 
Award.

Although the gavel has passed to a new 
President, I know Dr. Minon will continue to 
dedicate her time and knowledge to advancing 
high-quality health care for all Orange 
Countians. On behalf of the United States 
Congress and all of the people of Orange 
County whom it is my privilege to represent, 
congratulations to Dr. Minon on her successful 
term as the President of the Orange County 
Medical Association. 
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HONORING ANNE STEINBECK 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 23, 2001 

Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to honor and congratulate 
Anne Flick Steinbeck on her retirement for the 
Gunnison/Hinsdale Department of Social Serv-
ices. When she retired on June 11, Anne had 
given the department more than 38 years of 
dedicated service. Her presence will surely be 
missed.

While being recognized at a gala retirement 
event, Gunnison County Commissioner Perry 

Anderson called Steinbeck a ‘‘miracle worker.’’ 
Although the Gunnison/Hinsdale Department 
of Social Services has undergone numerous 
changes during the time Anne has served, the 
primary aim of assisting fellow human beings 
has remained the same. Touching the hearts 
of others has undoubtedly been a motivating 
factor for her as she has served selflessly for 
the people of her community. 

After many years of service to others, Anne 
and her husband have decided to travel and 
spend a considerable amount of time with 
their family. I wish Anne Steinbeck the best of 
luck and thank her for the dedicated effort she 
has put forth. 
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TRIBUTE TO EUDORA (ALICE) 
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OF MISSISSIPPI

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 23, 2001 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to pay tribute to an American 
Literary Figure, the late Eudora Alice Welty. 
This well known author was born and edu-
cated in Jackson, Mississippi. She received 
her Bachelor of Arts at University of Wis-
consin, Madison in 1929 and in 1931 attended 
Columbia University School for Advertising, 
New York. 

In 1946, she published her first full-length 
novel, Delta Wedding, which depicts The Mis-
sissippi Delta’s structure and society of the 
family with mythical parallels. Her work put 
into words the everyday life struggles of Mis-
sissippians.

In 1950, Welty won a Guggenheim Fellow-
ship and was elected to the National Institute 
of Arts and Letters. 

In 1987, Welty was knighted a Cavalier by 
the French Government. Welty received the 
1996 Legion of Honor, France’s highest civil-
ian honor. 

She has received the Pulitzer prize, 1973; 
Presidential Medal of Freedom, 1980; National 
Endowment for the Arts Award, 1989 and 
Charles Frankel prize, 1992. 

Some of her numerous honors are Bread 
Loaf Writers Conference fellowship (1940), 
O’Henry fellowship (1942, 1943, 1968), How-
ells Medal (1955) and gold medal (1972), and 
Bobst award, 1984. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Eudora Welty, is proudly 
recognized by the state of Mississippi and the 
United States of America as a visionary for all 
people. On behalf of the people of the 2nd 
Congressional district, I salute her. 
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IN SUPPORT OF THE NATIONAL 

COMMISSION FOR THE NEW NA-

TIONAL GOAL: THE ADVANCE-

MENT OF GLOBAL HEALTH 

HON. GEORGE W. GEKAS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 23, 2001 

Mr. GEKAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise once again 
to bring to the attention of my colleagues the 

introduction of legislation to prove ‘‘The Na-
tional Commission for the New National Goal: 
The Advancement of Global Health.’’ 

The entire world acknowledges that the 20th 
century was engaged by our nation’s leader-
ship in the removal of the threat of totali-
tarianism and of world communism. Our na-
tional goals were the safeguard and expansion 
of democracy through the maintenance of mili-
tary and political power. With the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, these goals were not only ad-
vanced but made a reality. As we enter the 
21st century, our great nation has once again 
a unique opportunity to channel the genius of 
its technology, industrial might, scientific re-
search and the will of our great citizens into a 
positive goal equal to the 20th century chal-
lenge of defeating totalitarianism. 

Today, it is time to rechannel our limitless 
energies to an all-out effort to enhance the 
health of every American and to combat dis-
ease worldwide. America’s humanitarian and 
enlightened self-interest are substantial rea-
sons to commit to the global eradication of 
disease such accomplishments would protect 
our citizens, improve quality of life, enhance 
our economy and ensure the continued ad-
vancement of American interests worldwide. 
While the actual eradication of disease on a 
global scale may not be possible, the pursuit 
of such a goal could lead to new products in 
health care, new medicines and new methods 
of treating disease. 

On June 30, 1999, I introduced into the 
106th Congress H.R. 2399, the National Com-
mission for the New National Goal: The Ad-
vancement of Global Health Act. I am reintro-
ducing that measure today. This legislation 
would create a Presidential/Congressional 
commission to investigate how we as a nation 
can commit ourselves to the goal of the global 
eradication of disease. Specifically, this com-
mission would recommend to Congress a 

In order to accomplish these objectives, the 
bill sets two tangible goals for the Commis-
sion. First, the Commission would assist the 
Center for Vaccine Development at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health to achieve global 
control of infectious diseases. In addition, the 
Commission would utilize the NIH and NSF to 
expand health resources and research infor-
mation globally through Internet conferencing 
and data dissemination capabilities. The Com-
mission would also be authorized to spend up 
to $1 million as seed money to coordinate and 
attract private and public funds, both at home 
and abroad, to realize these goals. 

On September 13, 2001, Dr. Dyann Wirth, a 
professor at the Harvard University School of 
Public Health Department of Immunology and 
Infectious Disease, testified on this legislation 
before the House Commerce Committee sub-
committee on Health and the Environment on 
behalf of the Joint Steering Committee for 
Public Policy. I would like to emphasize the 
following excerpt from her testimony: 

‘‘We support this bill because we believe 
that in this third millennium it is within the 
grasp of human capability to accelerate the 
role of basic biomedical research and the 
translation of that research to the benefit of 
the world’s least fortunate people. Now is the 
time; scientific potential is there; it requires 
only political will to make it reality. . . .’’ 

According to the World Health Organization, 
infectious diseases account for more than 13 
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